	NIMAGA 2004 SURVEY

More than 70 members handed in or filled out our on-line survey. We thank everyone for their input.

The Board has listened to your comments and as many surveys indicated most are happy with most all we do. The Board has thru your comments made a number of changes for 2005. The winner of the drawing will be indicated at the end of this newsletter.

 2005 Changes!!!!

1. We have LOWERED the Regular Membership from $80 to $50. This is being done to lower the cost for our many members who might only play in two or three events per year.

2. The regular event fees have increased by $5 for the April, May, June, July and September events.

3. There will be a Low Gross and a Low Net winner for all Regular events in all Divisions.

This means two winning checks and two first place plaques. Details to follow how we will have playoffs to determine the winners.

4. There will be a new “Taste of NIMAGA” option for all members. What this means is:

If who have a friend who might have an interest in becoming a NIMAGA member BUT they are unsure if they are ready for tournament golf they may enter any regular event and pay the regular entry fee. If they have the same handicap range as you do they may play with you. If you are a 5 handicap and your friend is a 25 they would play in the C Division. Your friend cannot win any prizes but they can experience what a NIMAGA event is all about. At the conclusion of play your friend will receive a $10 dollar certificate good for joining NIMAGA if they wish.

A NIMAGA member may only invite his friend once but different friends may be invited for other regular events. This opportunity is NOT instead of the Member-Guest but it is designed to make it even easier To have your golfing friends realize that tournament golf at all handicap levels can be fun.

AREA  MARKETING  CAPTAINS
NIMAGA strives to “Place” our advertising in as many Golf shops, Golf Domes and any outlets that might be seen by the golfing public.

One Excellent survey said “Why don’t we have people assigned to areas to help market NIMAGA.

NIMAGA literature will be ready about 12/28 so if you can place that literature at some locations in any area of our market please let us know. If you know of a little golf shop that would let you put NIMAGA literature on a display table, we will thank them in NIMAGA notes and promote their location. Please forward your sites to Roger Scott and Val Russell so we can get you your ads. Let’s see if we can get placements in 50 locations this winter.

AUGUST CHAMPIONSHIP/PACKAGE MEMBERSHIP

The number one item that most all members liked for 2004 was the choice of location for the two day event.

For 2005 we have changed the locations to Countryside-North and Naperbrook-South. Both these courses “ Do Not” require a cart so the choice to walk or ride is yours. This will help lower the cost of the package membership to $450 and the event cost to $110. As usual the package membership reflects a substantial savings.

 COURSE CHANGES FOR 2005

The regular events will be played at four new courses.

The Highlands of Elgin, Bartlett Hills, Bittersweet, and Countryside are new for 2005. Special event sites that have been added are Makray Memorial, Golf Club of Illinois and Timber Pointe.

NOTE FROM THE MARKETING CHAIRMEN
Help NIMAGA grow, as we would like to see our divisions back to the 40 to 60 level. If only 1 of 3 NIMAGA members brings in one new member, our membership will grow to the levels we need. Please think to ask your buddies or golfing friends to join all year long. You are our best ambassadors!
Membership packets will be mailed about 12/30 and we can mail them to you friends as you request. Please let us know so we can prepare the mailing.

	DECEMBER NOTES 2004
CHICAGO GOLF SHOW 2005 REMINDER

The Golf Show will be on March 18-20th at the Donald Stephens Convention Center in Rosemont.  A number of the surveys requested an opportunity to talk to NIMAGA board members during the winter and the Golf Show along with 3 opportunities at the White Pines Golf Dome have been scheduled.

WHITES PINES GOLF DOME

NIMAGA will have a “NIMAGA Night” at the White Pines Golf Dome in Bensenville on the 1st Wednesday of January, February and March.  The dates will be Jan 5th, Feb. 2 and March 2.  The time will be 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  NIMAGA members and their guests will get a reduced price if they wish to hit balls these 3 evenings.

  The White Pines Golf Dome has agreed to promote NIMAGA with a recruiting table over a few of the weekends in Jan, Feb and March.  On our NIMAGA night a few board members will be in attendance to answer any questions about NIMAGA for your guests.  We hope to see you there! The White Pines Golf Dome is one of the premier indoor golf facilities in the country.  Measuring 100 feet tall, 100 yards wide and 100 yards long, the dome is the area’s largest heated indoor golf facility.  The dome features 3 large target greens, suspended hitting targets, a state of the art golf simulator and a 42 foot long contoured putting green.  Golf simulator leagues will be forming soon.  Golf lessons are also available at the dome from some of the best teaching professionals in the country. The White Pines Golf Dome is open daily from 7 am to 11 pm until May 1st.    NIMAGA members receive a $1.00 discount by presenting their NIMAGA HANDICAP card. The White Pines Golf Dome is located at 500 West Jefferson (Third Street) in Bensenville.  From I290 exit north on Rt. 83 and turn right at the 1st stop light, Third Street.  Phone Number is 630-766-0304.

SPECIAL EVENTS 2005
The NIMAGA CUP will be held at the Timber Pointe G.C. in Popular Grove on May 15th. The Member-Guest event will be held at the Seven Bridges Golf Club on Monday May 23rd. The Stableford will again be held at the Arboretum on Wed. June 15th. The Seniors event will be held at the Golf Club Of Illinois on Thurs. June 30th. The Mid-Week will be held at the new Makray GC on Tue. July 26th. The Tournament of Winners will be on August 20-21 at the Arrowhead  GC. The Milwaukee challenge event will again be conducted at the Evergreen GC on Sept. 24th. 
OUR MANY THANK YOU’S FOR 2004
These locations allowed NIMAGA to place advertisements in 2004 so we thank them and they deserve your support. Let’s get the list to 50 locations for 2005. Salt Creek Golf Dome, Wood Dale-Addison Park District Links and Tees-White Pines Golf Dome, Bensenville-Chicago Bill’s Golf, Hanover Park - Crystal Highlands Golf Center, Lake in the hills and

Second Swing Golf, Schaumburg. In addition many of the courses we used in 2004 permitted NIMAGA literature. This concludes our 45th year of service to the Chicago area Golf market. Thanks also to Phil Kosin for his support of NIMAGA. We lost again to the WCGT but it was close this year. The Fall issue of Chicagoland Golf had a nice article. 
NIMAGA CUP AND OUR WEB SITE

The NIMAGA cup final standings will be posted on our Web site soon as our web guru just moved into his new Wauconda home and some computer records need fixing after the move. We apologize for the delay.

The final change for 2005 is that the NIMAGA Cup

Qualification for 2006 will be via a points based system. Points will be won by those placing in the top 10 positions in the Regular events along with the Mid-Week, Seniors and Stableford. This will insure a fair qualification plus you may earn points even if you do not “Cash” in the event.  

2005 SURVEY WINNER
Alan Rehm has won the survey drawing and he wins a free regular membership for 2005, a $50 value. Thanks to all who submitted a survey.











