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NIMAGA NOTES  


CHICAGO GOLF SHOW 2004

The 2004 show will be on March 19-21, 2004 at the Donald Stephens Convention Center in Rosemont.    Mark your calendars for next year and keep an eye on future NIMAGA notes for a promotion for NIMAGA  friends who attend the show.  

NIMAGA WINS THE 

2003 CHALLENGE MATCH

The 28th Annual Challenge Match was a close fought victory over the Milwaukee County Public Links (MCPLA) on Saturday, September 20, 2003.  NIMAGA won the match play event 60-1/2 to 59-1/2.  NIMAGA leads the series with 16 wins, 10 loses and 2 ties.  NIMAGA players who won all the three possible points in their matches were: Richard Belanski, Tim Jordan, Mark Cummings, Dick Gerasta, Steve Szwejbka, Terry McGhee and Pete Vercillo.  Matches were also won with 2 or 2-1/2 points by Wally Svihula ,Bruce Miller, Sal Lombardi Jr.,Mark Heinsohn,Tim Evans,Steve Leiber,Dennis Freund, Al Leitschuh,Ted Barkow, Dave Seiger and Roger Scott. A one point victory is the closest that is possible so all NIMAGA players who won even a half a point contributed to the victory. Alan Johnson our team captain for the past 28 years was presented the trophy by Arnold Walker MCPLA president. The event will be Saturday September 25th 2004 so mark your calendars now.

          2004 NIMAGA CUP LEADERS

With one event left to earn money to be among the top nine money leaders in their divisions the current list includes: See page 2


2004 45th ANNIVERSARY PLANS

To celebrate our 45th year of providing competition to the Chicagoland Golf community the NIMAGA board will have a few changes for the 2004 season. The plans include a new event, which will be held on a weekday! It will be a modified stableford event using the same scoring system used at the International event held in Colorado. Positive points for net birdies or better and negative points for bogies or worse. Plans are underway to change the August event to have a North site and a South site and all players will be able to pick which site they want to compete at. There will then be 3 divisions contested at each site so there will be

more winners in August. We expect to have some new courses for 2004 and should have more details in the final NIMAGA Notes for 2004. You can also mark you calendars for 2004, as the dates for regular events are 4/10,5/8,6/5,7/10,8/7&8,9/12 ,10/TBA

                        MEMBER NEWS 

Two of our long-term members are retiring to other parts of the Golfing Globe. Robert Lynch is moving to Arizona and Greg McDonnell is moving to Florida. We wish them well in their new golfing areas.

On Sunday August 31st,Steve Mueller had his second hole-in one. Playing with a friend at Sunset Ridge Country Club, Steve was first on the tee. The hole #5 was 160 yards to the pin. I pulled out an 8 iron, hit a slight right to left draw, landed six feet from the pin and rolled in. Sad part is, I did not watch it. As I hit the shot, I knew it was good, but never expected it to go in. So I leaned over to pick up my tee and the caddie yelled, “it went in” High fives all around and went on to the next hole knowing that I had one good shot for the day.

A number of our members are sidelined and are trying to recover from major illness and injuries. We wish them well.



Championship Division-Sam Lentine, Val Russell, Kim Lahti, Tim Jordan, Bob Behnke, Steve Buerk, Wayne Nowicki, Chis Derfler, Ron Anderson

A Division-Roger Scott, Keith Buralli, Chris Reeves, John Brdeka, Steve Szwejbka, Dan Dorr,

Mark Cummings, Frank Fiarito, Dennis Freund

B Division- Al Leitchuh, Jim Stahl, Dick Gerasta, Jim Neceda, Doug Pelligrino, Tom Gearhart,

John Serola, Tom Matteucci, Robert Panuncialman

C Division- Brian Alberts, John Griffin, Mark Heinsohn, Alan Johnson, Terry McGhee, Bill McGhee, Sal Lombardi Jr, Dick Bordwell, Steve Leiber  

Don Clement, Alan Johnson and Roger Scott had the great pleasure of playing 9 holes with the eldest member of NIMAGA “Ben Roman”. Ben is 88 now and he has macular degeneration so he is blind in his straight-ahead vision. This “problem” however does not stop him from enjoying 9 holes of golf. Ben has a number of aids to assist with his set up etc. which allow him to hit some really nice shots. Ben has been unable to play in NIMAGA events for the past two years, however 3 to 4 years ago he twice lead NIMAGA with victories over MCPLA captain Arnold Walker. The reason for telling Ben’s story is he has a very positive attitude about each day and still enjoys his Golf. Way to go Ben! We should all have your enthusiasm!

October's Two Man Best Ball- It’s important that you make your tee time to support your partner.

All of the division’s have full fields except the A Division so we will accept one late entry only for that Division only. You must be a 9.1-12.8 to play in the event. If you are NOT paired with the person you hoped and requested to play with it’s usually due the fact that they are not in the same division or they requested someone else.

NIMAGA has received a letter from a well known golf teacher to see if we would write our members to determine if they would be interested in the purchase of his forty year accumulated collection of golf items. This collection would make you one of the top collectors in the world. Bill Gates, Warren Buffett and Jack Welch as well as many others have viewed the collection. The asking price is 3.85 million dollars and if one of our members were to purchase the collection NIMAGA would receive a $200,000 grant. So what is stopping you help NIMAGA and become a world class collector!

The 2003 Lake County Amateur was played on September 13&14th at the Lake Bluff Golf Club.

NIMAGA members Jim Murrow and Jim Neceda competed in the “A” Division. Day one the leaders were net 70 with Neceda at 71 and Murrow at 74. Saturday’s light rain was followed by Sunday’s rain, which caused play to be suspended twice. At the end of play Jim Neceda was tied for first with 141 and Jim Murrow tied for eighth with 148. As in NIMAGA a sudden death playoff was held. Both players were off to a nervous start with double bogies. On hole two #18 a 534 yard par 5 both players were on in 3. Steve Wilks had a 50-foot putt while Jim was 10 feet away. Steve left his putt 6 feet short

While Jim’s putt for birdie just missed and he tapped in. Steve’s put to tie just missed so we congratulate Jim on his fine victory. All that NIMAGA experience really pays off!

We also have a number of our members who have played in other events such as the North Shore Amateur, Dundee Park District Open and Illinois Senior Open. These event results are found in the pages of the Chicagoland Golf newspaper found at most pro shops. We thank Phil Kosin for including NIMAGA results and we thank Val Russell for his efforts to format and deliver the results to Chicagoland Golf.
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